analysis techniques and is the only facility in the world that trains
in the extraction, amplification, sequencing and analysis of ancient
nucleic acids (@(DNA). The Lake Superior Centre for Regenerative
Medicine and the recently established Molecular Medicine
Research Centre, the latter in conjunction with the medical
technology firm Philips Medical Systems, represents the type of
“triple helix” partnerships — government, university and business
— that has made Helsinki, Finland so successful. The NWO
Innovation Centre at Lakehead University plays an important
role in this process while the Northwestern Ontario Technology
Centre provides a state-of-the-art, fibre optic equipped incubation
facility designed to nurture high tech businesses.

But what does this have to do with the city’s plans to develop
its waterfront? Quite a lot, states Dugmore. As Florida maintains,
“creative people don't just cluster where the jobs are. They cluster in
places that are centres of creativity and also where they like to live.”
The requirement for Thunder Bay, she continues, is to create a built
environment that can engage the output of highly trained graduates
from Lakehead University and Confederation College as well as
attract similarly creative outsiders looking for a mix of a vibrant urban
lifestyle, excellent natural environment and small town intimacy.

Like most port cities, the waterfront of Port Albert (amalgam-
ated with Fort William in 1970) was a heavily industrialized site
of manufacturing, grain elevators, shipping piers and warehouses.
During the 1960s and ‘70s, a significant section was converted to
linear parkland with three piers transformed into a recreational
marina. By 1998, however, community groups were advocating
a less passive year-round approach. In 2006 the city endorsed a
Highest and Best use Study for Marina Park prepared by O&Y
Enterprise Real Estate Services that called for an expanded park
program but also recommended a new urban village to extend the
built core onto the waterfront.

This was followed by the development of a Master Site Plan
and Urban Design, Guidelines, prepared by Toronto’s Brook
Mcllroy Planning and Utrban Design/Architects with MSAi
Architects, Urban Marketing Collaborative and Noel Harding
Studio and approved in 2007. The guidelines preserve and
upgrade existing parkland and the festival site on the northeast
side of the 35 acre site. A new, larger marina on the site’s south-
west side will eventually emerge between Spirit Centre Head,
an existing isthmus, and proposed elaborate park and cruise
ship pier on decommissioned Pool 6 industrial lands. The
plan calls for the redevelopment and greening of the existing
piers as well as the introduction of public art, outdoor furniture
and signature lighting.

The most significant intervention, bracketed by these parks, is
Port Arthur's Landing, a mixed-use village connected to the exist-
ing business and entertainment district by Red River Road and
Pearl Street. “While we wanted very animated destination spaces,
we also wanted more than the ‘festival square’ model pioneered by
Baltimore,” says Dugmore. “We wanted people living and even
working in a new community.” Thus negotiations are currently
underway with Man-Shield Construction to develop three seven
storey, stepped back towers — two condominiums and a hotel
— which will add 104 residential units and 106 hotel suites.

To the towers' east, the development group will renovate

Thunder Bay’s desig-
nated CPR train station
into a restaurant and spa
overlooking a multi-use
farmer market square
and waterfront plaza.
An artisan retail build-
ing beside a canal-like
set of pools will also be
built and operated by
the developers as part of
the $60 million project.
The new community
will link to the north
with Thunder Bay’s
first “skyscraper,” the
eight storey neo-Gothic
Whalen building (1913) which has now been adapted to house
technology and other knowledge-based industries. According to Ian
Ross in Northern Ontario Business (September, 2008), the objective
is to create “a modern business and education corridor amidst a fine
collection of heritage buildings along Cumberland Street and Red
River Road.” In addition to the Magnus Theatre, the city’s success-
ful performing arts centre, the area already houses biotechnology
and health sciences companies while the university is converting
the heritage Port Arthur Collegiate Institute into its law school.
This emerging knowledge-industry and entertainment quarter,
once linked with its re-energized, year-round waterfront will be
a vibrant urban component centring a spectacular 53 kilometre
shoreline comprising picturesque islands, wetlands teeming with
wildlife and diverse river estuaries.

TORONTO

Toronto’s waterfront has a checkered history over the last three
decades. During the wide open development years of the ‘80s
and ‘90s, improved public access and the innovative Plant Gallery

were literally overshadowed by countless architecturally banal
condo and business towers with limited urban design sensibility.
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